
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet  
held on Tuesday, 3rd March, 2009 at The Capesthorne Room - Town Hall, 

Macclesfield SK10 1DX 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor W Fitzgerald (Chairman) 
Councillor R Domleo (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Councillors D Brickhill, D Brown, P Findlow, F Keegan, A Knowles, J Macrae, 
P Mason and B Silvester 
 
In attendance: Councillors A Arnold, A Richardson and A Thwaite 
 
171 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

172 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Members gave a general declaration of personal interest in respect of 
items on the agenda where an individual member was a Member of 
Cheshire County Council and/or one of the Borough Councils or Parish 
Councils.  In accordance with the Code of Conduct they remained in the 
meeting during consideration of these items. 
 

173 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  
 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

174 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
RESOLVED 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 February were approved as a 
correct record. 
 

175 AIMING HIGH FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND THEIR 
FAMILIES  
 
Cabinet gave consideration to this report which outlined their duties under 
the Department for Children Schools and Families Transformation of 
Services programme ‘Aiming High for Disabled Children’.  It was reported 
that the People Advisory Panel had considered the matter the previous 
day and had revised the recommendations being made to Cabinet; these 
were reported by the Portfolio Holder for Adult Services and were agreed 
by the Cabinet.   
 



RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report and as now reported: - 
 

1. That Cabinet welcome the Aiming High Initiative for the recognition 
which it gives to the distinctive needs of disabled children and for 
the new resources which are to be made available to help address 
them. 

 
2. That steps be taken to ensure that Aiming High is effectively 

incorporated into the structure of Cheshire East Council and that 
appropriate Governance arrangements be put in place. 

 
3. That steps be taken to ensure that services for children and families 

and services for adults are required to work together on the 
implementation of Aiming High and particularly to ensure that the 
issue of transition is addressed at the design stage and not as an 
afterthought. 

 
176 KEY DECISION CE62 LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY (POST 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION AWARDS) REGULATIONS 1999 – 
ANNUAL DETERMINATION  
 
Consideration was given to this report which requested that the Cabinet 
make an annual determination in respect of their powers to make awards 
to students.  This was in accordance with the Local Education Authority 
(Post Compulsory Education Awards) Regulations 1999, which requires 
Local Education Authorities make an annual determination before the start 
of the following financial year. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
That the Council does not take up the power to grant discretionary awards 
for the 2009/10 academic year. 
 

177 THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ICT STRATEGY  
 
Consideration was given to the draft Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) Strategy prior to it progressing to publication. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That the draft ICT Strategy be endorsed for publication. 
 

178 APPOINTMENTS TO CATEGORY 1 SCHEDULE OF OUTSIDE 
ORGANISATIONS  
 
Consideration was given to appointments to be made to the Category 1 list 
of outside organisations, with effect from 1 April 2009.  Category 1 being 



top level strategic organisations at national, regional and local level such 
as the Fire Authority and the Police Authority. 
 
At the meeting it was reported that since the publication of the agenda a 
number of amendments had been made to the Schedule and these were 
reported as follows: - 
 

Ref No Organisation No of places Members  
As stated on the 
schedule except in the 
following instances 

10 Cheshire Admissions 
Forum 

Reduced from 
5 to 2 

Members to be 
advised 

13 Cheshire Peaks and 
Plains Housing Trust 

 H Gaddum replaced 
by J Crockatt 

17 Dane Housing Trust now 
known as Plus Dane 
Group 

  

27 Local Government 
Association, deleted 
reference to Environment 
Board and Improvement 
Board 

 D Brickhill and  
J Macrae replaced 
by R Domleo and 
P Findlow  
A Arnold added 

34 Police Forum now known 
as  ‘Have Your Say’ 

  

38 Supporting People 
Strategic Partnership 

 D Brickhill replaced 
by R Domleo 

39 West Coast Rail 250 Reduced from 
3 to 2 

R Westwood and  
R Cartlidge 
replaced by H 
Davenport 

40 North West Rail 
Campaign 

Reduced from 
2 to 1 

J Macrae and  
R Cartlidge 
replaced by H 
Davenport 

80 Peaks and Plains of 
Cheshire Tourism 

Places 
increased from 
1 to 2 

A Arnold added 

85 South and East Cheshire 
Enterprise Board 

Places 
confirmed as 4 

 

 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report and as now reported: - 
 

1. That subject to the above amendments approval be given for 
appointments to be made to the Category 1 schedule of outside 
organisations as detailed in the appendix to the report. 

 
2. That the appointments commence on 1 April 2009. 

 



3. That all appointments be made for a 2-year term of office, 
terminating in May 2011. 

 
179 PROGRESS REPORT  

 
Cabinet was requested to note the progress of the Local Government 
Reorganisation Programme with particular focus on customer access and 
staffing issues.  Achievements made within the reporting period and steps 
to be taken were highlighted. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That the report be noted and that the steps to be taken in the next period 
be recognised. 
 

180 SECTION 24 APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT  
 
 Consideration was given to the report of the Monitoring Officer and the 
Chief Finance Officer on a Section 24 Consent issued under delegated 
powers since the last meeting in respect of Brine Leas for a capital 
scheme to develop post 16 provision at Brine Leas High School in 
Nantwich.   
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

181 KEY DECISION CE35 SHARED SERVICES  
 
In accordance with Section 100B(4)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 
the Chairman agreed to allow consideration of this report as an item of 
urgent business due to the importance and complex nature of the 
continuing negotiations; the need to finalize arrangements by 1 April 2009 
made it essential that Cabinet receive the most current position statement 
available at the date of the meeting. 
 
Consideration was given to a report of the Borough Treasurer and Head of 
Assets on progress made in collaborating with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council to deliver a number of the Council’s functions on a shared basis. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 

1. That the list of services and functions to be shared (Appendix 1) 
including the proposed allocation of host and non-host for each and, 
in the case of transitional arrangements, the projected dates for 
each be endorsed. 

 



2. That the supplementary list of services (Appendix 2) that have been 
provisionally considered for sharing by the Joint Programme 
Development Team be noted. 

 
3. That the proposed governance framework between the two 

Councils and the structure of the Inter-Authority Agreement that will 
support it (Appendices 3 and 4) be noted. 

 
4. That the proposed approach to dealing with staffing (Appendix 5) be 

noted. 
 
 
 

 
The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm and concluded at 3.05 pm 

 
W Fitzgerald (Chairman) 

 
 


